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CONNECTIONS

Connections refers to all the relationships
Grace Lutheran Church builds outside of itself,
beginning with our relationship to the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America and the Southwest
California Synod.

It also includes community connections
like the Walter Hoving Home, Habitat for
Humanity, the Shepherdo
Ministerial Association, other churches, the
Chamber of Commerce, etc.

On Sunday, November 22, 2009
Grace will focus on our Connections in worship, at
a special adult forum following the coffee hour and
at a congregational luncheon. Please plan now to
attend. We are inviting a very special and beloved
mystery person to be the guest preacher for the
worship service. We are planning for a delegate to
our recent ELCA Churchwide Assembly to be
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present for the adult forum to do a presentation and
lead a discussion. As always, we are planning for a
very delicious luncheon.

The Lutheran Church got started through
the efforts of a former Roman Catholic priest named
Martin Luther. Luther and his wife Katarina, a
former nun, had 6 children of their own and were
foster parents to many others. Luther petitioned
the Wittenberg Town Council to start a Community
Chest to collect funds to aid the poor. Luther
traveled, preached, and taught extensively all over
Germany, being highly connected with many people,
churches, government officials, university people,
etc. He believed that the Gospel has to relate to
every area of life and that no one church can do it all
by itself. No church should become turned in on
itself. All churches must work together with each
other and all persons and entities of good will to
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accomplish Godds purposegs.
staying connected!
PanHoaw ditdh el eGsl lesn dpouta 1 tf ?
are the branches. 0 John
How did Jesus put it?
me, but | chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruif

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you
for connecting with us through Your Son Our Lord
Jesus Christ and showing us through Him how to
connect with others in acts of love, mercy and grace.
Amen. Pastor Tom
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sy, Quick Facts

A:,Q (‘ \ 3

o ‘ an “% Good stuff to know about the ELCA

< Fact 1: The ELCA has many members, spread across the country.

“ -]
i‘,“‘j C?,Uo Baptized Members (2008 ): 4,633,887
2 @ Vp ‘¥ Congregations: 10,396
o o Synods: 65 in nine geographic regions
AMERY
Fact 2: The ELCA is a diverse church body, becoming more so every day.

This church is committed to growing in diversity and strengthening its global, ecumenical and in-
terfaith relationships around the world.

Fact 3: ELCA congregations are led by gifted men and women who have been called

by God to serve their community.

The ELCA calls both women and men to serve as pastors and layostered leaders. Here are some
other facts about ELCA leaders:

A As of June 30, 2009, there are 18,938 leaders on the ELCA roster including:
° 1,068 associates in ministry
° 65 deaconesses
° 153diaconal ministers
° 17,6520rdained clergy

A In 2009, 19.9% of clergy on the ELCA roster are women, while 31.2% of theactive roster are
women. In seminaries, the numbers of women and men preparing for ministry are about
equal.

A Approximately 86% of ordained women and 83% of ordained men are actively serving in con-
gregations.

e The pastor who has been in the same call the longest has served the same congregation féR2
years. The pastor is82 years old.

e The ordained woman who has been in the same call the longest has served in that call foB7
years.

Fact 4. The ELCA offers opportunities for Lutheran education at every level.

The ELCA considers education an important part of our calling, and we offer quality education at
every level through our institutions:

8 seminaries and 2 seminary extension centers ﬂﬂal

s semin gall
colleges and universities ca“gre

50 or more lifelong learning programs ng

14 high schools MGG 2009

296 elementary schools De

1,573 early childhood programs No\lﬂm

145 camp and retreat centers, serving 450,000 yearly

Our institutions can be found throughout the country, and probably in your hometown. To learn
more about our educational institutions, visit ELCA and Education.



http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Communication-Services/News/Resources/Stats.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Multicultural-Ministries.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Vocation/Rostered-Leadership.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Vocation/Rostered-Leadership/Associates-in-Ministry.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Vocation/Rostered-Leadership/Deaconess-Community.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Vocation/Rostered-Leadership/Diaconal-Ministry.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Vocation/Rostered-Leadership/Ordained-Ministry.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Education/ELCA-Seminaries.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Education/Colleges-and-Universities.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Education/Life-Long-Learning.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Education/Pre-12.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Education/Pre-12.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Outdoor-Ministry.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Education.aspx
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Fact 5: The ELCA is committed to making the world a more just and peaceful place
to live.

Through programs, ministries and partnerships, the ELCA works every day to address inequities
in political, economic and social systems-- and to end conflict and violence all over the world.
You can learn more about our efforts in this arena in Justice.

Fascinating ELCA Facts

ELCA Research and Evaluation . . . where the church counts!
The oldest active ELCA pastor is 89 years old.

The pastor who has been in the same call the longest has served the same congregation
for 52 years. The pastor is 82 years old.

The ordained woman who has been in the same call the longest has served in that call
for 37 years.

84.2% of ordained women with calls are serving in congregations.84.1% of ordained men with
calls are serving in congregations.

The active pastor ordained the longest has been ordained 58 years. . “aI
The oldest ELCA congregation was founded in 1649. grega“o
The largest congregation has 13,608 baptized members. cﬂn - g

The fastest growing congregation grew by 665 baptized members last year. MGG““

ELCA worship attendance

Weekly Worship Number of Congregations
1to 25 837

26-50 1,950

51-100 3,147

101 to 300 3,531

301 to 500 599

501 to 800 182

801 or more 78

Total 10,324

Source: ELCA Research and Evaluation 2007



http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice.aspx
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From the Director...

September is over and there weresomany ¢ | v~© ©! x Wt
wonderful things we were able to enjoy. Evednth on Wednesday,
with the fires burning and the smoke keepigttober7and Thursday,
us inside, the children have had a great mapgieber '8
We pray for the families of the fires.
| have enjoyed seeing so many of our ret r ',',7 @ at Grace Lutheran Preschd
families after the summer and getting to kng: «f-;__._ : Ouir first big celebration is
all of our new parents and children has b Hd"UwEeﬂ £©! 4ggl! ©¢~ £
so wonderful. | look forward to getting to know Wednesday, Octobét 28d
everyone even more as the year progresseghursday, Octobel™29The children will also
their first classroom parties on tHea2@
. Each class will have a party-signsheet
e classroom. Be sure to look for the sigf

October is a busy month h

The children have had a great month gett

know everyone, making new friends, reuni
with old friends and exploring the

classroom and playground. Ever

has settled into their daily routineswe are looking forward to another great mo
and | think we have been blessed|with
ve Mrs. Sall)ﬁ

N

Sheets and make it a fun day for the children.

ere

DOl

1 up

nth!

a great group of children and pare
Grasshopper Class (kindergarten) | Butterfly Class (pr&)

We made it through our first month
of school! It has been fun getting to
know each other and our class
routine.

We have been reviewing the alphabe
numbers, colors, and shapes. We
have also started to learn patterning
with blocks and shapes.

This coming month our theme will be
ocolors all arour
Halloween. We are introducing the
letters S, M, & R and counting and
writing the numbers 15.

We look forward to our Trunk or
Treat at the end of the month. Keep
an eye out for our sign up sheets!
Homework reminder: Homework
packets go out on Tuesday and need
to be returned the
following
Tuesday.
Thank you

The Butterflies have been busy this month settling iijas%
class, getting to know the rules and their new friends. e
Thank you to all the parents for being so supportive and gettitiy
your children to class on time. ’
In September, we studied about Getting to Know Each Other, Bears
1School Safety, Nutrition, and Apples. Our devotion was about creat
Zx¢x8/ 8§ D 9 E te¢ew £0©! [jxj£]- 2
[xt2ax¢ tew Xt] " {AC Zxe¢ex§] § DMD
gg” tew UuC? w|/] S§voess§]/ ¢z “{]¢z§
letters make. We reviewed the numbers 1 & 2, discussed what God
ﬂ?l@éweg’ Wedco/o,fs éep’ qnc/ yellow, used our scissor skills, early wril
worksheets of tracing lines, and the letters in our names. We learne
“{x v/ /v x §{tex? [¢"] EwOvxw Vv
SxvEew?C tew S§£;x Sv]/Xxevx x-8x
We mixed colors of yellow and red paint with easel painting and we
continue to create pictures that represent the six days when God crg
world. We made pictures about us and our families, made button be
explored all types of media in art like crayons, pencils, chalk, marke
and dough.
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We have had a busy month and are looking forward to October and
LS things we will be doing. Be sure to keep your eye out for o
Trunk or Treat and our first classroom parties.

for your cooperation.
Mrs. Christine

Ms. Kim and Mrs. Garcila
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goodbye. In American Sign Language, we have been learning to sign the
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all the 1t




