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Saints Jim and 
Doris Blackwell 
All Saints Day �± 
November 1, 2009 

I first met Doris and Jim 
Blackwell when I served 
as interim pastor at 
Shepherd of the Sea 

Lutheran Church in Atlantic City, North 
Carolina. Though I eventually took a 
permanent call to a church in Colorado, 
in the years following Elsie and I grew to 
be very close to Doris and Jim. We 
wrote, talked on the phone, visited, and 
even vacationed together.  

A few years ago, Doris asked me if I 
would preach at her funeral when the 
time came. And then, in 2007, she died 
on Sunday morning while teaching an 
adult Bible class, and I preached at her 
funeral the following week. Jim and I 
continue to stay in touch. Jim and Doris 
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are some of the dearest of Christian friends 
I have ever had and some of the most 
�G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���³�F�K�X�U�F�K���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�´���,���K�D�Y�H���H�Y�H�U��
known. 

Close as I have been to Jim and Doris, we 
did differ on one significant issue: politics. 
They were Republicans�² conservative, 
thinking, discerning Republicans. So, as 
you might imagine, they gave me a good 
ribbing (always in private) every now and 
then for my political views, but joined me 
in looking critically at issues affecting the 
country and the world. They were able to 
listen to my points of view, as I did to 
theirs.  

On some things we agreed, such as on the 
�%�L�E�O�H�¶�V���F�D�O�O���W�R���K�H�O�S���W�K�H���S�R�R�U���D�Q�G���Q�H�H�G�\�����)�R�U��
example, Doris chaired a non-profit 
organization in her county that served the 
homeless and the hungry, and she and Jim 
gave a very large gift of money to a 
Lutheran seminary to help prepare pastors 
to serve in the ELCA.  
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