
pening and how we as 21
st
 century Christians 

can begin to understand it and what we can 
expect for ourselves, our churches and our 
world.  Do yourself a favor: get the book and 
read it!  You can also get a flavor of what itôs 
like by going to http://
www.thegreatemergence.com/
VideoDiscussion and listening to the video 
clips and downloading the study guide. 
 In the meantime, if you are feeling 
overwhelmed by all the changes that are oc-
curring in our lives, our society, our churches, 
our world and trying to make sense of it all, I 
recommend that you focus your eyes of faith 
on Our Lordôs Great Resurrection Emergence 
from the tomb.  That is what Easter is all 
about.  That is what the mother lode of The 
Christian Faith is all about.   
 During Lent Dr. Eddie Gibbs, a pro-
fessor at Fuller Seminary in Pasadena and  a 
world class scholar in the field of the emergent 
church phenomenon, is helping us understand 
how a new type of church is emerging from 
the present 500 year upheaval and what it is 
looking like and what a person can expect in 
it.  He began on Feb. 24 and continues March 
3 and March 10 at Grace each evening follow-
ing the 6:00 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper.  His 
presentations are something you do not want 
to miss!                 Pastor Tom Ford 

Emergent Resurrection  
 On April 4, 2010  we celebrate Jesus Our 
Lordôs emergence from the tomb!  It is also our 
emergence from the tomb!  No longer is it all over 
when we die.  Death is just the beginning of what 
God has in store for you and me. 
 This kind of Emergent Resurrection Faith 
gives us an entirely new perspective on life and 
death and possibilities for this world and the world 
to come.  It helps us deal with the great upheav-
als we are experiencing now in our world, in our 
society and in our personal lives. 
 Phyllis Tickle has written a book entitled 
The Great Emergence.  It is a book everyone 
should read.  In it she describes a phenomenon 
that occurs in the world and in every aspect of life 
every 500 years.  It is basically an upheaval of 
everything and a reordering and re-orientation of 
everything.  It takes about 100 years for it to settle 
down and get back to a ñnew normalò.  We are 
living through such a 500 year upheaval now.  
Some people refer to it as the Information Revolu-
tion.  500 years ago it was the Great Reformation.  
500 years before that it was the Great Schism.  
Each time a 500 year upheaval occurs, people 
become very uncomfortable and some think there 
is something they or their ancestors did or did not 
do that has caused it to happen.   Tickle says, no, 
and goes on to help us understand what is hap-
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Walking with 
displaced people 

 
Khadidje 
Gamar 
and her 
son, Matar 
Hamed, 
live in the 
Church 
World 
Service-
assisted 
Habile 
Camp for 
internally 
displaced 
persons in 
Chad, in 

central Africa. Her family and many others 
are participating in a community garden 
project to increase their food security. 
Some 200,000 people in eastern Chad 
have been torn from homes and villages as 
conflict within Chad has joined with both 
cross-border violence and refugees from 
the war in the neighboring Darfur region of 
Sudan, creating an influx of uprooted 
families. 
Church World Service is working with 
partners to respond. In Habile and Aradib 
camps in Chad, CWS-supported programs 
are providing water, sanitation, agricultural 
assistance and psychosocial care for some 
45,000 internally displaced persons. 
As a CROP Hunger Walker or sponsor, you 
help us reach out to families in Chad, 
Darfur, Haiti, Bosnia, Iraq, Indonesia ð to 
families around the globe as we move 
closer to a world where there truly is 
enough for all! 

Together, we can make a 
difference!  
Join the CROP Hunger Walk 
or contribute to a Walker.  
Become an online Hunger 
Walker or donor.  
Visit www.cropwalkonline.org to sign up! 
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 
CWS/CROP Regional Office toll-free 888-
CWS-CROP (888-297-2767) 
www.churchworldservice.org 
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WHEREôS LUTHERAN? 

 by Pastor Fordôs friend Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, North-

eastern Ohio Synod, ELCA 
 

Last spring one of the first call candidates assigned to 

our synod told us about an interesting encounter she had 

with a waitress. The waitress admired our candidateôs 

Luther Rose pendant and asked what it was. ñItôs Lu-

theranò replied the candidate. ñWhereôs Lutheran?ò 

asked the waitress. We chuckled that the waitress imagined a place of beauty 

and mystery called Lutheran and were a little rueful that she had never heard of 

Lutherans before. Her question ñWhereôs Lutheran?ò has stayed with me ever 

since. 

Lutheran does not coincide with Lake Wobegon. It is not found only in Phila-

delphia or Minneapolis or South Dakota, but everywhere from Maine to Ha-

waii, from Alaska to Puerto Rico. The cuisine of Lutheran is not limited to 

green bean casserole and jello, but also tortillas, greens, fried rice and goat. It is 

not populated exclusively by the descendants of northern Europe, though there 

do tend to be a lot of those folks. It is not a place of rigid conformity nor is it a 

place where anything goes. Lutheran would never be confused with utopia; its 

citizens have too realistic a view of disobedience, sin and brokenness to believe 

that any human habitation can claim goodness and righteousness for itself. But 

Lutheran is also a place of great hope. Lutheran is a place where the incessant 

human struggle for self-righteousness and self-justification is left at the border 

and, free of the burden of making themselves holy and acceptable to God, its 

people cling to the cross of Christ as the true assurance of life. Itôs a place 

where people can get over themselves and, having been set free, can now spend 

their lives in service to God and neighbor. 

Lately people have been taking a closer look at Lutheran and some have been 

arguing where real Lutheran is. The bad news is that the people of Lutheran are 

separating themselves from each other, not, I believe, over the gospel, not over 

a matter of salvation, not even over the Lutheran understanding of the Word of 

God - incarnate in Jesus Christ, Law and Gospel, and the written Word of God 

ï but over a matter of morals and ethics which belongs to Godôs left hand king-

dom. David Preus, former bishop of the American Lutheran Church who 

strongly opposes the ordination of persons in committed same gender relation-

ships recently wrote: ñI do not consider [churchwide assembly actions on sexu-

ality] to be of such confessional import that it should lead me or anyone else to 

separate ourselves from our fellow members who disagree with uséIt is my 

conviction that a distinction must be made between issues that bear directly on 

the heart of the Christian faith and issues that are comparatively peripheral. I do 

not believe that the issue at hand threatens the gospel of God. The Lutheran 

Confessions do not explicitly address the issue. That is not to say that compara-

tively peripheral matters are unimportant. It is to say that there is room for dis-

agreement on various issues that are important but not all-important.ò 

The good news is that the people of Lutheran have been shaken out of their 

slumber. Closer scrutiny by others who have just discovered that there is such a 

place might force the denizens of Lutheran to reclaim and embrace that which 

makes it a place of beauty and mystery: That, through Christ, there is life in 

death, that there is freedom in obedience and service, that there is clarity in our 

dichotomies ï Law and Gospel, Saint and Sinner, Bound and Free, and that the 

gospel brings unity but does not require the imposition of uniformity on those 

things that are not matters of salvation. 

Lutheran is a rare place in todayôs culture of polarization and angry, uncivil 

discourse. People donôt get us. How is it possible that, once we have agreed on 

the truth of Godôs saving act in the death and resurrection of Christ, we can 

disagree on other important matters but not shun one another? Some people 

claim that Lutheran lacks convictions and is tossed about by societal trends. 

This is not true. They are mistaking Lutheranôs engagement with the world with 

capitulation to the world. In a society that increasingly demands itôs one way or 

another, insists that there must be winners and losers, Lutheran is a foreign 

country. But for other people who are looking for a grace-filled haven, Lu-

theran is a beautiful place. 
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March 14é 

CROP Walk     
      Join hundreds of Glendorans in this 

5k march in support of Hunger 
Relief.  Proceeds benefit East San 
Gabriel Valley Coalition for the 

Homeless, Saint Vincent de Paul, 
Shepherdôs Pantry, and Action Food 

Bank.  The Feick family will sponsor all 
who sign up.  Last year Glendora 
raised over $15,000! For more 

information, please go to our website 
at gracelutheranchurchglendora.org 
and go to ñProjectsò to access a direct 

link to the site. 

Orville Paulson, Pr. Manuel Bernal, Dave Garman, 
Veronica Detricks, Ben Haile, Jane Hanson, Larry 
Campbell, Brad Gamble, Donald Schipper, Kelly 

Beinhorn, Austin Tome, Betty Hoffland, Al 
Christainson, Mike House, Bette Taubert, Edna 

Ford, Carmen Anderson, Pat Quick, Claire 
Chacon -Hake, Dorothy Baldridge, Edith Nordby, 

and Cathy Anderson.  

3/2ðConnie Schipper 
3/3ðTami Collins  
3/4ðAnita Hauger 

3/12ðThomas Hanson 
3/15ðAllyssa Chacon 
3/15ðSarah Ludwick 

3/25ðTerrence van Ettinger 
3/27ðMichael Cricks 

3/27ðRhonda Reynolds 
3/27ðCarol Varnes 
3/30ðSusan Feick 

Grace Lutheran Church & Preschool  

To know and serve 
Jesus Christ, to grow 
in faith and share 
Godôs love with all 

Birthdayôs this Month! 



Butterfly Class (Pre-k) 

From the Grasshopper Class:  
Hi Grasshopper Parents!  Wow! What a busy month 
February was.  We had some great parties.  The 
children had a great time exchanging Valentines, eating 
�\�X�P�P�\���V�Q�D�F�N�V���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���G�D�\���R�I���´�5�H�G�µ���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G��
food.  
Our 100 day of school celebration was a big success.  
We shared our collections of 100 things, we had some 
�J�U�H�D�W���L�G�H�D�V�������<�R�X���D�U�H���D�O�O���Y�H�U�\���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H�������7�K�H���´�3�H�Q�Q�\��
�6�W�R�U�H�µ���Z�D�V���I�L�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���O�R�W�V���R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�R���E�X�\���W�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���D�O�O��
of you, what a great math learning tool.  We have some 
smart shoppers.  Thank you to all our special mom 
cashiers for their help at the store.   
We also shared a special day with our Grandparents.  
We had a special lunch and sang some songs to show 
how much we care for them and God cares for us.   
March is already under way with conferences.  I hope 
�W�R���V�H�H���\�R�X���D�O�O���W�K�H�U�H���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�� 
Our theme for next month is wheels go around. The 
letter sounds  are Dd & Zz and short i. The Bible lesson 
will be The Story of Easter and we will be learning the 
�/�R�U�G�·�V���3�U�D�\�H�U�������,���Z�L�O�O���E�H���V�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���K�R�P�H���D���F�R�S�\���W�R��
memorize.  
Once again I Thank you for all your continued support.  
Your time and dedication to our classroom is a vital 
�S�D�U�W���R�I���\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� 
Thank you, Mrs. Christine 

Grasshopper Class (Kindergarten) 
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From the Butterfly Class: 
The Butterfly class had a fun filled month 
in February and another fun and 
busy month planned for March.  We 
will be covering many special activities as 
well as focusing on physical skills.  We are looking 
�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�R���R�X�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�������,�I���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H�Q�·�W��
already signed up for a conference please do so, the 
sign up sheet is in our room on top of the cubbies.  For 
academics we are covering letters and sounds for Aa, Ii 
& Uu the numbers will be 13 & 14, our shape is clover.  
We will learn about the Holy Trinity, God the Father, 
God the Son, & God the Holy Spirit.  Our Bible lesson 
will be The Story of Easter.  We will also be learning 
�J�D�U�G�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�Q�D�F�N���I�R�U���'�U�����6�X�H�V�V�·��
Birthday.   
We would like to thank all of our parents for all your 
support and help.  We are truly blessed! 
Love & Prayers,  
Ms. Kim and Mrs. Garcia 

Another month has passed with many exciting activities and 
special events.  February brought us many chances to share 
about all the special love we receive.  Love from God, 
parents, grandparents, friends, and even strangers.  Your love 
for your children shows so brightly in the way they interact 
with their teachers and friends.  In chapel, we learned how 
Moses was saved by a stranger and lived to be a very 
important man of God.  We never know what God has 
planned for us, but we know above all he loves us.   
Grandparents Day is one of my favorite events.  Being able to 
do something special for the grandparents of our children is 
very important to me.  I hope that everyone enjoyed the 
time they spent with us and the time they spent with their 
grandchild.  Thank you for the opportunity to get to know 
you.   
�$�V���Z�H���E�O�R�Z���L�Q�W�R���0�D�U�F�K�����,���G�R�Q�·�W���V�H�H���D�Q�\���V�L�J�Q�V���R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V��
slowing down.  We have another full month of activities for 
�H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���W�R���H�Q�M�R�\�������2�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������Z�H���K�D�Y�H���'�U�����6�H�X�V�V�·���%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\��
�D�Q�G���R�X�U���6�H�H�·�V���&�D�Q�G�\���(�D�V�W�H�U���6�D�O�H���V�W�D�U�W�V�������0�D�U�F�K���������L�V���6�W����
�3�D�W�U�L�F�N�·�V���'�D�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H���Z�L�O�O���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H���E�\���Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���J�U�H�H�Q���D�Q�G��
doing lots of green/Irish activities.  On Wednesday, March 31 
and Friday, April 1, we will have our Egg Hunts, Hat Parade 

and Picnics, so be sure to watch out for all 
the important information.   School will 
be closed on Friday, April 2 in honor of 
Good Friday.   
Please remember that your Spring Fee 
needs to be added to your March tuition.  
Our spring fee will be used to build 
bathrooms in our Honeybee classroom 
this year so they do not have to continue to share with the 
Caterpillars and Ladybugs.   
Please make sure you pick- up your fall and summer enrollment 
forms and complete and return them as soon as possible to 
ensure your schedule for next fall.  We have a great summer 
program planned and are all very excited about it .  Be sure to 
check out the sample calendars to see what we will be doing.   
I would like to ask that everyone pray for our families that have 
been effected by the hard economic times.  We have many 
families out of work and we pray that these families will be held 
�L�Q���*�R�G�·�V���K�D�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���U�L�V�H���V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U���D�Q�G���F�O�R�V�H�U���W�K�D�Q���E�H�I�R�U�H������������ 
Have a wonderful month and be sure you save Friday, April 16 
for our Open House Family Night.   
�,�Q���*�R�G�·�V���/�R�Y�H�����0�U�V�����6�D�O�O�\������������������������ 

From the Director... 


