
Glory to God in highest Heaven,  
Who unto us His Son hath given,  

While angels sing, with pious mirth,  

A glad New Year to all the earth.  
from Von Himmel Hoch by Martin Luther, 1531  

FROM THE PASTOR  
 

ñ ... and lo, the star which they had seen in 
the East went before them, till it came to rest 
over the place where the child was.  When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 
with great joy; and going into the house they 
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they 
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening 
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh.ò Matthew 2:9b-
11 RSV 
 
 Have you seen any stars lately?  Do 
you ever go out and look up at the stars?   
 
 The wise sages in the Christmas story 
specialized in watching stars and trying to 
decipher what the stars could be telling them.  
They realized that earth has limitations.  God 
has no limitations.  God can and does speak 
to us in ways and means not confined to 
earth. Sometimes, to hear God speak, we 
have to look to the stars.  To look up! 
 
 You and I too often seek to solve all 
our problems by our own wits, without ever 
looking up to see if God might have 
something to offer.  This is the major reason 
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the world is in the mess itôs in ï humans want 
to rely only on themselves.  No need to star 
gaze.  I can fix it myself! 
 
 Learn a lesson from the wise sages who 
looked up and saw a star leading them in a new 
direction, and then followed its leading.  
 
 Give up on trying to solve everything 
yourself.  Give up thinking that you are self-
sufficient.  Give up on forever looking down.  
Give up on the cynical conclusion that there is 
nothing new under the sun or that God has 
forever said all God has to say. 
 
 Look up!  A Star!  God has a direction 
for you to follow!  God has joy in store for you!  
A Savior awaits you! 
  
 Sing with the words of Philip Nicolai:  
 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright!  
You shine with Godôs own truth and light, 

Aglow with grace and mercy! 

 
Happy Epiphany!  

 

Love, Pastor Ford 
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because He's more our Dad than our Boss. 
He doesn't look at financial gain or loss. 
He's not prejudiced or partial,  
not judging, grudging, sassy, or brassy, 
not deaf to our cry, 
not blind to our need.  
As much as we try, God's gifts are free. 
We could do wonderful things for 
wonderful people and still not  
be . . . Wonderful. 
 
Satan says, "You're not worthy." 
Jesus says, "So what? I AM." 
 
Satan looks back and sees our mistakes. 
God looks back and sees the cross. 
He doesn't calculate what you did in '78. 
It's not even on the record. 
 
Sure. There are lots of reasons why God 
shouldn't want us.  
But if we are magically in love with Him,  
if we hunger for Him more than our next 
breath, 
He'll use us in spite of who we are, 
where we've been, or what 
we look like. 
 
Step out of your limitations into the 
illimitable nature of who God is.  
 
Anonymous 

We're Not Perfect...  

 
We are not perfect, but don't worry.  
You're in good company. 
 
Moses stuttered. 
David's armor didn't fit.  
John Mark was rejected by Paul. 
Hosea's wife was a prostitute. 
Amos' only training was in the school of 
fig-tree pruning.  
Jacob was a liar. 
David had an affair. 
 
Solomon was too rich. 
Abraham was too old. 
David was too young. 
Timothy had ulcers. 
Peter was afraid of death. 
Lazarus was dead. 
John was self-righteous. 
 
Jesus was too poor. 
 
Naomi was a widow. 
Paul was a murderer. 
So was Moses. 
Jonah ran from God. 
Miriam was a gossip. 
Gideon and Thomas both doubted. 
Jeremiah was depressed and suicidal. 
Elijah was burned out.  
 
John the Baptist was a loudmouth. 
Martha was a worry-wart.  
Mary was lazy. 
Samson had long hair.Noah got drunk.     
Did I mention that Moses had a short 
fuse? 
So did Peter, Paul - well, lots of folks did.  
 
But God doesn't require a job interview. 
He doesn't hire and fire like most bosses, 
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Birthdayôs this Month! 

1/4ðAnn Donohoe 
1/4ðCara Donohoe 

1/15ðRebecca Lomonaco 
1/15ðRich Warren 
1/22ðDana Honn 
1/24ðHelga Farst 

1/24ðPr. Tom Ford 
1/27ðMike Farst 

1/28ðLois Sugarman 
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Jesus Christ, to grow 
in faith and share 
Godôs love with all 

For the families of Ron Taubert, Leonard Selle 

(brother of Toots Reynolds), and Kathy Horne, 

who passed on to be with our Lord;  and for 

Bob Sullivan, Donald Schipper,  Carmen 

Anderson, Pat Quick, Claire Chacon-Hake, 

Bette Taubert, Dorothy Baldridge, Betty 

Hoffland, Pat Aldrich, Cathy Anderson. 
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Ronald H. Taubert 
October 20, 1928�³  
December 31, 2009 

Ron was a long-time member of 
Grace Lutheran Church and be-
loved to all who knew him and 
served with him over the years.  
Please pray for Bette and her 
family as they mourn and 
grieve.  Ron was buried on 

Thursday, January, 7, 2010.   


