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Edmund Gibbs
Senior Professor of
Church Growth
Fuller Seminary,
Pasadena, CA
School of Intercul-
tural Studies

Biographical In-
formation:
Edmund (Eddie)
Gibbs serves as senior professor of church
growth in the School of Intercultural Studies
and has been on the faculty since 1984, af-
ter graduating with his DMin from Fuller in
1982.

Gibbs came to Fuller from England with ex-
tensive interest and experience in mission,
both at home and overseas. Gibbs and his
wife Renee spent five years in Santiago and
Quilpue, Chile, and in the following years,

Gibbs served as home secretary of his
mission, the South American Missionary
Society. He later worked with the British
and Foreign Bible Society for seven
years, and during that time served as the
training director for Mission England, cul-
minating in six Billy Graham crusades in
various English cities.

While actively teaching at Fuller, Gibbs
occupied the Robert Munger Chair of
Evangelism and the Donald A. McGavran
Chair of Church Growth. Now partially
retired as a senior professor, Gibbs con-
tinues to research emerging trends with
young leaders. He also contributes to the
Study of Emerging Churches, in the
Brehm Center for Worship, Theology, and
the Arts. Currently, his academic inter-
ests include evangelizing nominal Chris-
tians, assisting local churches in becom-
ing evangelizing churches, and develop-
ing the Churchoés re
and post-modernity in becoming a mis-
sionary presence. The author of popular
church growth text Church Next (2000),
Gibbs speaks about evangelism, church

growth, and Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1...
leadership around the

world. In the last few years, his teaching has
taken him around the U.S. and to such countries
as Singapore, Korea, the United Kingdom, Den-
mark, Norway, and South Africa.

Gibbs has authored 13 books in total, with some
of his other publications includ-

ing ChurchMorph (2009),LeadershipNext: Chang-
ing Leaders in a Changing Cul-

ture (2005), Emerging Churches: Creating Chris-
tian Community in Postmodern Cultures (2005)
with co-author Ryan Bolger, Way to

Serve (2003), Way to Go(2003), In Name

Only (1994), Good News Is for Sharing (1993),
and | Believe in Church Growth (1981, revised
1985, 1989).

Areas of Expertise, Research, Writing, and
Teaching:

Church growth, renewal, nominal church member-
ship, revitalizing traditional denominations, em-
powering people for ministry and mission.

Why We Celebrate Lent!

If we were automobiles, Lent would be the time to
change the oil and get a tunep.

If we were gardens, Lent
would be the time to fertilize
soil and pull weeds.

the time to give ourselves a
good vacuuming or shaking
out or even a beating.

If we were batteries, Lent
would be the time to recharge.

But we aren't any of these things.

- We are people who, many times, have done wrong
and need to repent; thus the need to *make a good c
fession.*

- We are people who many times get carried away wi
selfishness and so need to start thinking of others;
thus the need for *alms.*

- We are people who often lose sight of purpose for

which we were created by God. We need, therefore, (o

recover our sight. Thus the need for *prayer.*

This is why we celebrate Lent.

If we were rugs, Lent would be

FORGIVENESS

is not something

we do for OTHER PEOPLE!

We do it for OURSELVES
-to GET WELL and
MOVE ON.

Forgiveness - An Event, Not
Just An Idea

| acknowledged my sin to you, and... you forgave.
Psalm 32:5.
Repentance is turning from our sin to God. It's a
simple, decisive act, and you can sense incredible
relief in the psalmist's words. Augustine, in his
Confessions tells of his conversion as he read Paul's
words in Romans 13:1314: 'All at once, as | came to
the end of the sentence, my heart was filled with a
sunshine of confidence, before which all my dark
doubts fled away.' Psalm 32 was his favorite psalm,
and he had it put on the wall over his bed.
No language has so many words for sin as the
Hebrew, so sensitive was this people's relationship to
their God. There are three words here, which mean
'wilful disobedience’, 'missing the mark' and 'wrong -
doing'. But there are also three words for forgiveness
here: a burden is lifted away, God has cancelled a
debt, the Divine Judge has put the sin out of His sight.
Forgiveness, in the Bible, is an event, not just an idea.
In the forgiving transaction, something tangible
Drirappens. Our sins are 'blotted out', cast into the sea,
though they are scarlet they become white as snow,
removed as far as the east is from the west (an infinite
istance, unlike northness and southness which are
finite). When God forgives, something very real -
eternally real - happens.
Lord, | accept your pledge that because you are
faithful and just you will forgive my sins, and cleanse
me from all righteousness. Amen.

Author: Roland Croucher
http://jmm.aaa.net.au/articles/ 1825.htm
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For the family of Ron Taubert, who passed on
to be with our Lord; Carmen Anderson, Pat

Quick, Claire Chattake, Bette Taubert,
: Dorothy Baldridge, Betty Hoffland, Pat Aldrich
INTO the woods my Master went, : Cathy Anderson.

Clean forspent, forspent.
Into the woods my Master came,
Forspent with love and shame.

A Poem for Lent by Sidney Lanier

Birthdayds t hlis

But the olives they were not blind to Him,
The little gray leaves were kind to Him: : 2/10 Paul Hauger
The thorn-tree had a mind to Hi : 2/2 8 Marissa Donohoe
e thorn-tree had a mind to Him E 2/138 Edith Nordby

2/130 David Cricks
2/1806 Carol Hauer
2/190 Cherese Moss

When into the woods He came.

Out of the woods my Master went, :
And H I tent : 2/23 8 Andrew House
na He was well content. : 2/29 6 Shirley Garcia
Out of the woods my Master came, :
Content with death and shame. : 6 6
When Death and Shame would woo Him last, | : ‘7’ }:—:
From under the trees they drew Him last: ?‘3
6Twas on a trém@msttheyi slew |?ﬁ~vw i

When out of the woods He came. :
Written in Baltimore in 1880 ,-rf)9
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From the Director...

Welcome to 2010 at Grace Lutheran

Preschool!

We have so much to be thankful for as this

New Year begins. With all the challenges
facing our country, it still has the resources to
reach out and help a country devastated by an
earthquake. Our children have been praying for
the children and families in Haiti every day. You
may remember in December we participated in the
Samaritan Purse project and along with your help
we were able to send 12 boxes to children, our
boxes went to the Philippines. Thank you for your
generosity that made this small but important
contribution to needy children.
January was a calm month as we just had gotten
everyone back into routines after the holiday
break. The children always seem to be glad to
come back and see their friends and tell about all
the great fun they had over the holidays. The
week of constant rain was a bit trying, we did
manage to keep the children busy and they seemed

to enjoy a little change but
enough was enough and we
were all glad to see the sun
come out again.

There are a lot of important
things coming up in the next three months so please

be sure to keep an eye on your monthly calendar. In
February, we will have the annual vision screening

from the Elks and we will have special Valentine
celebrations. One of our favorite events this is our
Grandparents Luncheon, so be sure to look for that
information in your parent files! In March, there will

be Kindergarten and pre -k parent teacher
conferences, summer and fall enrollment will be open

to existing families. On Friday, April 16 ™ we will have
Open House. On March 1 ' the annual spring fee of
$50 will be due, so please be sure to mark your
calendars with all of these important dates!

God Bless you and your families for the coming year,
Love Mrs. Sally

Grasshoppdass(Kindergartgn

Butterfly Class (Rjye

From the Grasshopper Class
January is already over. | hope everyone has a great
New Year! We had a lot of fun in January, talking aboy
winter and we had the perfect weather for it! Thank yo
to all for bringing food to share for our multicultural
week. The children always enjoy sharing things from
home.

We are off to February and this is going to be a busy
mont h! Our Valentineds
February 1T only. On Friday, February 12" we will have
a Special ORed©®6 day, we
activities ,and eat ored
be celebrating our hundredth day of school. | will be
asking each child to bring 100 of something small.
Please look for information on all of these upcoming
events in your childds ¢c
Our letter sounds for this month are LI, Kk, & Qq, along
with the short, i sound. We will also continue to study
the weather and how to measure it by graphing.
Please keep in mind that share days are only on
Mondays and Tuesdays. Share items brought on othe
days are a real distraction. Thank you for your
cooperation, on this matter. Once again |
must tell you thank you for
all of your support. | am
truly blessed.

Sincerely, Mrs. Christine

From the Butterfly Class {lre o
The Butterfly class is on their way to a br/
| and joyous new year. Many of us are learning
and growing Iin Godéds
about Joseph and how God?o
things into good things. Joseph and his family were ab
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development skills this month. For example.
Cutting on the lines, climbing, throwing, catching,, what
! g gl//ﬂ[é’f weather, stranger safety, letters & phonics incl
e, 250', Rr. Next month we will cover Hh, Vv, & Ww, ta
turns, and problem solving with our words.
Many of our friends are having birthdays and have bee
sharing their special day with us. We also had a multict
feast aay where our famifies brought yummy dishes anda
to share. We tal ked aboldl
prayed for them all, especially for the people in Haiti.
We are looking forward to the month of February and ha
many more projects and fun days planned.

Blessings to all, Ms. Kim and Mrs. Garcia

together because he learned forgiveness. As we are leg
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