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the four-letter synonyms for manure and .....  She 
read and studied her Sunday School lesson every 
Saturday afternoon and attended Sunday School 
every Sunday.  She sat with the other widows of the 
church on the front right pews every Sunday 
morning.  She often had the Pastor and his wife to 
dinner in our home.  She talked to me about God, 
the Bible, Jesus, right and wrong and made sure I 
was quiet and reverent during a thunderstorm, 
because it was the work of the Almighty and you 
never know when He will return!   She would not 
allow frivolity and horse play at the table during a 
meal because all meals were the source of life from 
the Almighty and bread especially was a reminder of 
this.   She talked about the sin of working on the 
Sabbath.  She would not tolerate the abuse of 
alcohol by anyone.  She read the Bible often.  She 
believed in faith healing and once had a neighbor 
with "the gift of healing" over to talk the fire out of a 
burn I had sustained on my arm.  She acted to help 
many needy people, but never made a show out of 
it.  She always saw to it that our 3 acre garden was 
overplanted so that there was plenty of food to give 
away after all our needs were met.  When I was 12 
she invited a neighbor just released from prison to 
our home for dinner before he went back to his two 
room shack a quarter mile from our home. 
 
 In 1927 Grandma and Grandpa bought 20 
acres of land and had a new small modest home 
built in the country outside China Grove, N.C.  They 
had saved for 13 years to do this.  When they 
moved in my Aunt was 12 and my Dad was 7.  Very 
quickly they discovered living in the woods 300 
yards away in a one-room dirt floor log cabin a 90 
year old ex-slave Hanna and her daughter.  All 
Hanna had to sit on was a rickety straight-back 
chair.   My Grandma thought this was outrageous!  
Grandma had my Dad take Hanna a nice rocking 
chair. 

 A Salute To Grandmother!  

I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt 

first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice 

and now, I am sure, dwells in you.  2 Timothy 1:5 

 August 1, 1893 was the birthday of my 
paternal Grandmother, Frances Rebecca Clark.  She 
is shown here on her wedding day in 1914 with my 
Grandfather William Thomas Ford.  She would be 117 
this year. 

 
 "Fannie" was one 
of 11 children.  Their 
parents were Methodists, 
but didn't go to church.  
They made the children go.  
The choice:  the Methodist 
church, 2 miles away or the 
Lutheran church, 1 mile 
away.  The mode: walking.  
That's how I became a 
Lutheran!  Grandma was 
baptized and confirmed in 
the Lutheran church and 
remained a Lutheran all of 
her 95 years 5 months. 
 

 My parents and I lived with my Grandmother 
after I was born.  When I was 9 months old my 
Grandfather had died and my Grandmother pleaded 
with my parents not to move out and set up their own 
home, as they had planned.  So, I grew up with 3 
parents.  Grandma cared for me while my parents 
worked and when I was out of school.  She and my 
parents accompanied me each Sunday to church for 
the 18 years after I was born before I left for college. 
 
 My Grandmother was a very spiritual woman, 
even though she dipped snuff and knew how to use 
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A little about us...  
 
Adult Bible Study at 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m.  
 
Church Office: 9:00 a.m. ð3:00 
p.m. (M -F)  (626) 914-1971 
Preschool Office: 7:00 a.m.ð6:00 
p.m. (M -F)  (626) 335-8413 
 
We cordially invite you to worship God with us and celebrate the New 
Life God gives us in the raising of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Children are an integral part of our worship service.  Worship activities 
and Bible story books are available for children aged 3 thru 4th grade to 
use during all services.  A Parentsô Room, with sound, is available 
adjoining the sanctuary.   

Grace Lutheran Church & Preschool, a family oriented church founded in 
1956, is a parish of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
supporting programs such as Lutheran Social Services of California, the 
Alhambra Retirement Community, the Lutheran Food Bank in West 
Covina, The Shepherdôs Pantry, Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran 
Immigration Services, and Habitat for Humanity International.  

Grace Lutheran Preschool is an exciting and educational ministry, open 
to all children in the community.  Daily classes are taught by a faculty 
dedicated to both the educational and spiritual growth of the children.  
The classes include a computer lab for the children.  Weekly chapel is led 
by the Pastor.  The Preschool addresses the social aspect of  the childrenôs 
growth from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.  Active members of the 
congregation may receive up to a 25% discount off tuition. 

K.E.A.P.E.R.S. (Kids Enjoying Activities, Praising, Evangelizing, 
Reaching out and Singing) offers activities including Summer Camp at El 
Camino Pines, Christmas Caroling to the sick and homebound, other 
Christian service projects and just 
getting together for  the fun of it!  

Graceôs womenôs group, Miriam 
Circle, meets on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month.  We 
celebrate by enjoying lunch and 
pursuing educational and spiritual 
growth.   Miriam Circle provides 
meals for shut-ins, funds for various 
ministries, as well as family visits to 
those in need. 

Nanette Moss 
Parish Secretary  

Tom Ford  
Intentional Interim  

Pastor 

Don Donohoe 
Church Council 

President 

Mike Farst  
Buildings & Grounds  

Toots Reynolds 
Council Secretary 

Bonnie Donohoe 
Preschool 

Chairperson  

Karl Hoff  
Finance Chairperson  

Pat Garman  
Worship & Music 

Chairperson  

A Salute To Grandmother! (continues)  
When my Grandma was 94 in 1987 and almost blind I visited her in the Lutheran Home before my family and I moved across 
country to California.  She asked me to have prayer with her before I left.   We held hands.  I prayed and thanked God for my 
Grandma and her faith and the blessing she was for so many.  It was a very sacred moment.  Shortly thereafter she had a stroke 
and was never able to talk again.  She died in 1989.  Her faith lives on in me and others who were around her and in the people 
we, who knew her, have encountered over the years and still encounter today. 
 
 What stories can you tell about how your Grandma's faith affected you?  Tell them to your family, especially your children 
and grandchildren.  God works through the faith of Grandmothers! 
 
Love, Pastor Ford 


